Math 301 Textbook Reading Study Sheet

During each class throughout the semester, you will be assigned to read certain sections of the textbook.  For every section of the textbook, you must complete the following 6 tasks.  
In order to get a grade, you must:

· label your notes for each section with the section number of the textbook (i.e. 2.1 or 4.7).  

· number each of these tasks as you complete them in your notes

I recommend getting a single notebook or folder to hold your textbook notes.  These notebooks will be collected each time we take a test in class and given a grade which will count towards your homework average.  

When you read the textbook, you will understand it better if you two things:

· Circle, underline, and write notes in the margins of your textbook

· Summarize the main ideas and your notes for each chapter on a separate piece of paper

Each time you read a section in the textbook, you should do each of the following 6 things:

1. Make a list of any terms or notation that you do not understand.  Try to look them up yourself, in the textbook or on the internet, and write down the definitions.  If you cannot find the definitions, then bring these questions to class.  

2. Rewrite any major definitions, properties, or theorems in your own words.  Write down at least one example for each definition, property or theorem.  

3. For every proof or example problem in the text, read it through and try to understand how they came up with each step.  Be sure that you could explain to someone else how each step was chosen, and write these notes in the margins next to each step. Then after reading each example, cover it up and try to work it out yourself.
4. Whenever you make a mistake (either in the way you do a problem, or in the way that you think about an idea), write a note pointing out that potential misconception and explaining how to correct it.  Write this as though you were leaving these notes for someone else who might read the chapter after you.  
5. Write down any questions that you think of as you read.  Then try to find the answers to these questions in the textbook or online.  If you cannot find the answers to your questions, bring them to class.  Try to be as specific as possible.  
(For example, the question “Why does shifting the graph of f(x)=x2 identical two units to the left give us the graph of h(x)=(x+2)2 instead of h(x)=(x+2)2?” is better than “How do you write the equation for a graph?”)

6. Write a brief summary of the major points of the chapter on a separate sheet of paper.  
